NO OFFSETS! Jesga:

Indigenous Peoples Defend Our Territories and Sacred Relatives
from the Colonialism of Carbon and Biodiversity Offsets

Jaguar Offsets: LOGGING

In Peru, the Jaguar Amazon REDD Project of the offset firm OFFSETS Greenwash Pollution
Greenoxx pretends to protect jaguars by logging the rainforest,
where they live.! The “charismatic, boutique” project, which
includes the Jaguar Biodiversity Project implemented by Dr.
Mathias Tobler of the San Diego Zoo,? consists of the timber
company Inversiones Forestales Chullachaqui SAC? logging
the REDD project area and the sawmill operator Forestal
Otorongo SAC* turning the logs into planks® “for at least 80
years.”® Despite deforesting the Amazon, the project is the
world’s 51 largest REDD project and has been certified by Verra's
Climate, Community and Biodiversity Gold Standard.’
Deforestation is the number one threat to jaguars.® Greenoxx’s
Madre de Dios Amazon REDD+ project also logs the Amazon,’
which endangers jaguars,'® the climate and Indigenous Peoples

in Voluntary Isolation (“uncontacted tribes”).1 CARBON OFFSETS
BIODIVERSITY OFFSETS

PERMITS TO POLLUTE
Lion OffsetS' MINING PERMITS TO DESTROY BIODIVERSITY

“Lion-branded carbon credits”*? called “Lion Carbon”*3 are sold by BioCarbon Partners'* in partnership with the
NGO Lion Landscapes to oil giants British Petroleum (BP),'®> infamous for its “legacy of apartheid, pollution and

exploitation,”*® and Eni,!” which drills, pollutes and exacerbates global warming in Africa.'® Lion Carbon uses lion
habitat from “ten million hectares of forest”!° in Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe — an area about
the size of Iceland?® - to build the “New Lion Economy.”?! Lion Carbon’s funders and sponsors include USAID,??
the “Lion Recovery Fund, the Darwin Initiative, National Geographic’s Big Cat Initiative, [The Lion King’s*3
producer] Disney,”?* Eni, Paramount Business Jets,”> The Nature Conservancy and zoos, which put lions in
cages.’® Instead of “lion recovery,” Lion Carbon is a false solution to climate change, which endangers lions’
survival by allowing polluters to pollute more and make global warming worse. Global warming causes
droughts, which disrupt lions’ reproductive cycle?” and hinder their chances of birthing future generations.

In 2021, Mwembeshi Resources Limited’s large-scale open pit Kangaluwi

copper mine on the Zambezi River was approved in the Lower Zambezi
REDD+ project area,”® a key piece of the Lion Carbon Kingdom. The
controversial mine “threatens Africa’s most
important river basin” and “the livelihoods

OFFSETS
KILL!

of over 47 million people.”?® Mining is, of
course, also a “threat to lions.”3°



ELEPHANT CARBON: SELLING THE SACRED

The carbon value of a
single forest elephant is

$1.75 million
\\No‘

5 ONe forest ele?ao 4

Koobi Carbon in Kenya sells “elephant carbon” credits to
polluters to greenwash their emissions.3! Disgusted by elephant
offsets, Adam Kuleit Ole Mwarabu Lemareka explained that, for
the Parakuiyo Maasai People, elephants are sacred. “Elephants
tell us about the winds, the seasons and where to find water
and pasture. We follow the elephants. They are part of our
seasonal calendar. Now elephants are being confined to

International Monetary Fund turns ~ National parks but they don’t stay there, they like to be free. Mwarabu Lemareka
elephants into carbon offset dollars  protacted areas and new concepts of conservation infuriate elephants. Elephants
in the carbon market and turning elephants into commodities for ecosystem services create a concept contrary

to our Maasai People. Elephant offsets disrespect our ancestral relationship with elephants.”?

WHALE OFFSETS: MINING, Al and OCEAN GRABS

The United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, 41 countries
and conservation NGOs are turning whales into carbon offsets for
greenwash.33 Using whales to pretend to absorb carbon dioxide is
a false solution to climate change that could accelerate the
extinction of whales. The IMF wants to pay the oil, fishing, and The IMF turns whales into carbon offset dollars
shipping industries not to kill whales so they can use them as carbon credits, even though these same industries
also pollute and cause climate change, which in turn kills whales.3*

In 2021, the Whale Carbon Plus Project®> began near a bowhead whale sanctuary®® in the Inuit People’s
territory in the Canadian Artic, where Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation, a partner of the whale offset project,3’
has a polluting iron ore mine, which is expanding despite Inuit opposition.3® According to the financial news
service Finshots, “the project would use Al to track the whales’ movements. And then issue a bond against it. A
company could buy that bond and instead of an interest on the investment, they’d get a carbon credit.”*®
Potential buyers of whale offsets and blue bonds include corporations such as Apple, Amazon, Disney, Patagonia,
Microsoft and Walmart.® Whale offsets may eventually be used to greenwash devastating Deep Sea Mining.

Polluters must not use whales as a “tool” to absorb their pollution.
- UN Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples Francisco Cali Tzay

Panganga Pungowiyi of Alaska, an expert with Indigenous Environmental Network, explained
that “whales are sacred relatives, not sponges for corporate pollution. We defend whales
and our territories from the land grabs and ocean grabs of the International Monetary Fund,
the so-called Blue Economy and carbon colonialism. We know that the commodification of
any Life form truly means we are commodifying all life forms. We are not separate. We are
connected. When the whales die, we die. These offsets violate our sacred relationship with
whales just as forest offsets violate our sacred relationships with our forests. Keep in mind
that for-profit companies are still permitted to mine and drill on offset lands and waters.”+!

Panganga Pungowiyi

no-offsets — Global Justice Ecology Project
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