
Do you protect or sell the Sacred?  

RIGHTS OF NATURE used for WHALE OFFSETS 
  

Good-hearted Indigenous Peoples, communities and environmentalists hope that Rights of 

Nature may serve to protect Nature. However, Rights of Nature is being used to turn Indigenous Peoples’ 

territories and sacred animal relatives into carbon and biodiversity offsets. In fact, carbon traders readily admit 

that granting Rights of Nature including legal personhood is the first step1 to selling Nature, and putting a price 

tag2 and barcode3 on whales as carbon offsets4 based on the carbon colonialism5 of REDD.6  
  

 

Since 2023, efforts to consecrate whale’s legal personhood7 in international law 

at the United Nations General Assembly8 and climate change summits9 have been 

co-led by Dr. Ralph Chami,10 who, in 2019, as an International Monetary Fund 

economist, masterminded whales offsets.11 Dr. Chami also co-founded Blue Green 

Future,12 which is a partner along with Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation, of the 

Whale Carbon Plus Project.13 Dr. Chami calls legal personhood for whales the first step14 to putting a $3 million 

price tag on every whale as a carbon offset;15 tracking whales with AI;16 allowing “private entities, NGOs and 

governments” to claim whales’ “services”17 as “natural capital,”18 commodities19 and private property;20 and 

selling these beautiful sacred beings for big bucks on carbon and financial markets.21 Capitalism plans to make 

billions22 selling “Living NatureTM”23 and turning whales into slaves for polluters’ greenwash. 
 

Following Dr. Chami’s lead,24 using Rights of 

Nature for whale offsets is being pioneered 

by a partnership between: 25 1) The large NGO 

Conservation International’s and some Māori 

Iwi’s whale offset megaproject26 called the 

Hinemoana Halo Ocean Initiative,27 which is 

part of the United Nations Ocean Decade;28 2) New York University’s More-Than-

Human Life (MOTH) program which is building legal frameworks for Rights of 

Nature29 and AI “translation” of whales;30 and 3) Project CETI (Cetacean Translation 

Initiative), which uses Artificial Intelligence to supposedly translate whale 

communication.31 Thus, the Great Whales and Indigenous Peoples32 become the 

posterchild for carbon colonialism and privatization of Nature justified by AI whale 

“translation,” and mandated by Rights of Nature. Smooth move!   
 

Hinemoana Halo: Whale Offsets, Ocean Grab, and EXTRACTIVISM?  

Hinemoana Halo is a vast whale offset prototype,33 which covers whale migratory routes, coastal areas, high 

seas, and Indigenous Peoples’ territories34 15 times the size of Aotearoa/New Zealand.35 Eventually, it may be 

replicated in the whole Pacific, “Earth’s largest carbon sink,”36 and in the Artic.37 In Hinemoana Halo: Māori-led 

Ocean Solutions and Nature Positive Carbon++ Investments, Dr. Chami and Mere Takoko, Vice President of 

Conservation International Aotearoa, explain that the Hinemoana Halo “Blue Carbon Economy”38 will sell 

“carbon and biodiversity credits” combined with “cultural credits” on “blockchain.”39 According to the 

Hinemoana Halo Ocean Initiative, blue bonds will “promote financing into nature-based solutions 

including: …INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT, including:… ENERGY”40 [which can mean oil and gas 
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drilling, geothermal projects as well as ocean and wind turbines]… and “CDR technologies.”41 CDR stands for 

Carbon Dioxide Removals,42 which cover a gamut of false solutions to the climate emergency based on the 

carbon market such as the extremely dangerous43 Direct Ocean Carbon Capture and Storage.44 The Hinemoana 

Halo Seed Funding Proposal includes an illustrative “Bond/Credit Market Review,”45 which maps out “Potential 

Credit Buyers (Demand):” Polluting corporations like Delta Air Lines, Amazon, Disney, Walmart and Patagonia; 

the World Bank and private banks as well as the U.S. and European governments;46  Potential “Enablers”: 

Carbon offset verifiers like Verra, CONservation NGOs, tech companies, and universities like Stanford and Yale;47 

and Potential “Credit Issuers (Supply):” Countries and NGOs.48 IUCN may help accredit the credits.49 

 

Like Hinemoana Halo, some Debt-for-Nature Swaps use blue carbon and blue bonds.50 For example, in 

2023, Ecuador re-structured some debt51 based on the Blue Economy and whale conservation in the Galapagos 

Islands,52 and selling blue bonds.53 Drawn up in secret negotiations with the IMF or other lenders,54 Debt-for-

Nature-Swaps are often linked to carbon markets55 and militarization;56 threaten national sovereignty;57 and 

undermine Indigenous Peoples’ rights, jurisprudence and territories.58 In fact, Debt-for-Nature Swaps may be 

the reason why the International Monetary Fund, the global loan shark, took the lead on whale offsets.59  

 

Could Whale Offsets greenwash Deep Sea Mining? 

At the 2024 UN biodiversity summit, Roquin-Jon Quichocho Siongco of the 

Chamoru People from Guåhan (Guam) with the Micronesia Climate Change 

Alliance wondered if whale offsets may “pretend to compensate for the far-

reaching devastation of Deep Sea Mining.”60 Curiously, Dr. Gregory Stone, former 

Chief Ocean Scientist and Executive Vice President of Conservation 

International,61 and one of  the world’s foremost Blue Economy strategists,62 is 

now Chief Ocean Scientist of The Metals Company, a leader in Deep Sea Mining.63  

 

Rights of Nature movement must oppose Carbon Colonialism and Offsets by any name  

According to Quechua agronomist and Indigenous rights activist Alejandro Argumedo, “the path forward is not 

to ask the colonial system to grant ‘rights’ to our Mother Earth. The real path is to demand that the rights of 

Indigenous Peoples are recognized…The safety of the forest, the ocean and the sacred web of life is not found 

in a courtroom. It’s in the hands of the people who are a part of it,” who have “SACRED DUTIES” to “SACRED 

BEINGS.”64 As Indian experts Ashish Kothari and Shrishtee Bajpai write: “if movements for Rights of Nature do 

not question the hegemony of nation-states and corporations, and the patriarchal foundations they rest on, 

there is a danger of falling into the trap of… neocolonial approaches [based on land and ocean grabs for offsets] 

… such as ‘half-earth,’ ‘30X30,’ ‘Nature-Based Solutions’ or ‘net-zero.’ These greenwash the deliberate 

schizophrenia of continuing extractive and exploitative ‘business-as-usual’ while claiming to be also speaking 

on behalf of Nature, and continue to marginalize peoples and communities who co-exist with… Nature.”65  

 

Stolen Lands, Stolen Oceans, Stolen Colors 

The “Blue” Carbon Economy is the color of oil spills and whales’ extinction. Similarly, the “Green” Economy is 

the color of smoke belching from polluters’ smokestacks that its offsets do not reduce, and the blood of the 

dead.66 In contrast, blue and green are the colors of majestic oceans and lush forests. Land back! Ocean back! 

Colors back! No Offsets! SAVE THE WHALES… from the carbon market! Protect the Sacred 

Roquin-Jon Quichocho Siongco 
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