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Genetically engineered chestnut trees are a threat to nature. (& Paul Hartley & mevans | istockphoto.com - Collage RdR)

144,246 supporters

The biotech industry wants to make genetic engineering acceptable by
touting it as the key to saving endangered species. In reality, ititis
unleashing a massive, irreversible experiment with unforeseeable
consequences for the environment. We can't let this go ahead - tell the US
Department of Agriculture to say NO to Frankentrees!

To: US Department of Agriculture - Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS)

Releasing fertile, GMO A ican chestnuts into the wild is a massive, Brazil: President Lula,
irreversible experiment with unforeseeable It must be stopped.” use your veto - stop
Read letter the “devastation bill”!

L
The biotech industry has a plan: 20,485 supporters to date

The chestnut blight - a fungal disease - nearly wiped out the American chestnut in the
early 20th century, leaving only a few adult trees in the eastern United States and
Canada. Researchers have created a genetically engineered chestnut that is resistant to
the blight.

MNow, they want to release the modified tree to spread thoroughout its former habitat -
and declare genetic engineering to be the savior of the forest. This would be the first time
a fertile GM plant is released into the wild, and once it's out there, there will be no way
back.

It would be huge, irreversible experiment with an unknown outcome.

Forests are highly complex communities of life, and there are no long-term studies on

Cambodia: Save
Prey Lang Forest!

how genetically modified trees interact with diverse ecosystems, insects, birds and other

wildlife. There is absolutely no way to foresee the unintended consequences of such a

release into the wild. _
The biotech industry wants us to believe that this as a noble struggle to protect an iconic 57,451 supporters to date
species, not the ruthless pursuit of business interests. Once this dangerous precedent has

been set, the industry is unlikely to face much resistance when introducing other

genetically engineered species. The floodgates will be wide open.

COVID-19 is showing us the consequences of disrespecting nature in no uncertain terms -

and yet researchers still want to play around with the very blueprint of life.
We need to protect our environment, not tamper with the genetic makeup of trees.

Please sign our petition and tell the US Department of Agriculture to reject this

dangerous experiment with our environment - we need to draw the line right here.



